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LORAIN— Thanks to the 100
Women Who Care About
Lorain County, the Neighbor-
hood Alliance’s Haven Center
will be able to continue the
Oberlin Family Promise pro-
gram.

‘The Haven Center homeless
shelter of Neighborhood
Alliance received a check for a
little more than $10,000 from
the founding members of 100
Women on Wednesday. Gloria
Olivencia, director of the
Neighborhood Alliance Shelter
and Emergency Services, said
its been amazing to get this
kind of help.

‘The homeless shelter was
chosen as the recipient of the
group's quarterly donation ina
January meeting, The group
meets every year to select a
handful of nominees, with
each given the opportunity to
provide a short presentation
on their organization, how
theyll use the funds, and how
the organization benefits
Lorain County. After the pre-
sentations, the 100 Women
members in attendance vote,
and the money is awarded to
the organization that gets the
most votes.

‘The Neighborhood Alliance
won with its story about how
many people its has helped in
the county and how it wants to
use a former church rectory in
Oberlin that it inherited after
Family Promise shut down. In
2018 the center helped 435
people, including 124 children
and 19 veterans.

Family Promise announced
in January its board of directors
had voted to dissolve the non-
profit in December last year,
transferring all assets — includ-
ing the Day Center in Oberlin
— to the Neighborhood
Alliance and its Haven Center.
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Allcia Foss, left, president and GEO of of Nelghborhood
Alliance, accepts check donations for more than $10,000
from Sue Bowers, Nancy Sulllvan and Libby Thuning,
founding members of 100 Women Who Care About
Lorain County, on Wednesday at Nelghborhood Alliance

Haven Center In Lorain.

‘The dissolution became final at
the end of 2018.

With the money; the Neigh-
borhood Alliance hopes to
offer classes on_nutrition,
resume building and job-inter-
View training.

It also hopes to get more
families housed in Oberlin as
well. Sixty-eight peaple are at
the Haven Center in Loran,
but the goal is to move 14 peo-
pleinto residences in the Ober-
lin area.

“For us to be able to teach
the families not only how to
parent but to also feed their
children nutritional meals that
are affordable and_getting
them housed as quickly as pos-
sible 1s just and all around
important,” she sald.

Olivencia said she was a
teenage runaway who was
‘homeless for a while in 1983
She said helping the homeless
has been a dream come true

for her.

Libby Thuning, Sue Bowers
and Nancy Sullivan, three
founding members of 100
‘Wormen that started in October
2010, said the center was cho-
sen because of its commitment
toward basic needs for the
community.

‘The group has raised more
than $335,829 in elght years,
with 100 percent of the funds
remaining in Loratn County to
benefit nonprofits. Its male
counterpart, 100 Guys Who
Care About Lorain County, was
formed a few years later.

Neighborhood  Alliance's
Haven Center will return in
April to give a presentation of
howit has used the donation. It
hopes to start using the Ober-
lin facility by March 4.

‘Contact Eruco waton at 29-7123 o
watonctvonicetcom. Folow rim on
“Facebook GEWATon4A0 o Titer
aBucowtion,




